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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to scrutinize the nature of international environmental
law, in particular, the Paris Agreement in 2015 so as to implement it effectively within
the boundaries of the parties.

Concretely speaking, the Paris Agreement, compared to its predecessor called the Kyoto
Protocol that pursued top-down measures with sanction in the short run, tries to adopt
bottom-up approach to implement the Agreement in the long term. The Paris Agreement
does not follow its predecessor in this sense. Nor does it set up against the nature of
international environmental law since the measures such as punishment are not
suitable for implementation within the borders. It is because of the transboundary
nature such as climate change in this arena where international law cannot rely
exclusively upon state responsibility.

In short, the Paris Agreement is to some extent flexible because, for example, the
parties respectively and voluntarily decide how much amount of greenhouse gas
emission will be reduced. Hence, this article attempts to analyze the way in which the
Paris Agreement accommodates legally the will of the parties in order to accomplish the
goals of the Paris Agreement successfully, by using the original perspective of “loose yoke

approach”.
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